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All Disciples Making Disciple-Makers




SESSION #3 – HEART VALUES FOR DISCIPLE MAKERS
TEACHING NOTES BY STEVE ADAMS


INTRODUCTION

· Welcome back to 3rd Session – Discipleship Training School
· Challenging & Equip Christians join God his mission disciples nations

· Last Session – Action = Pray for God to show you who to invest.

· Continue to pray for them in your group & personally daily

· AND share any updates / progress – Encourage your group!

· Nothing inspires a group that stories of God working thru ordinary!

· Today we’re looking at Heart Values for Disciple Makers

· Fundamentally we are driven by our hearts – not blood organ

· Dad Joke – Although without blood organ – Lots can’t do

· Heart = What we truly believe & treasure deep down / convictions

· Hence told guard heart – From it springs issues of life.

· Today we look at key convictions/values necessary to make disciples

· But 1st allow me to illustrate the point - Why convictions drive actions

· I moved to QLD from VIC in Australia

· Australia has 4 sports – Followers call “Football” / Footy

1. Dare I say Soccer (Round Ball)

2. Rugby Union (Think All-Blacks)

3. Rugby League (NRL) / State of Origin – VIC’s not same

4. AFL / Aussie Rules

· Victorians love their footy & QLDers love footy – NOT SAME GAME

· Although grew up NSW – After 8 years converted to AFL in VIC

· When moved QLD - FEW like AFL - Like find Bacon @ VeganFest
· I had bought 3 tickets (myself + 2) go to game

· Free Game + Free Transport + Top Company + Shout food…
· Who could say no? LOTS ACTUALLY

· Despite talking up + Appealing to many – Only accept 2 loved AFL

· Every person who didn’t have love for AFL – Not even budge

· Discipleship – If heart not love things conducive to Disciplemaking…

· Nothing will change. At best you’ll better educated - something no do

· Last session looked at reasons why we don’t – Said heart problem…
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
1. Based on what you know of discipleship/making, what are some key convictions or values that effective disciple makers need to have?
· That may have been most beneficial discussion yet

· To think about heart issues & by implication weigh your own heart

· It may have been challenging, liberating or confronting

· Below are some key convictions/values that we’ll unpack today

1) That all Disciples should be disciple makers – Already covered
2) Love for God

3) Love for People (both those who know Jesus and don’t)

4) Making Jesus Central To All You Do
5) Living Transformed Lives of Humble Obedience

6) Depending On God For All Things

1.  Love for God / Jesus
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
2. What are some of the signs that a church is a healthy church?

3. Read Rev 2:1-7 – Was this a healthy church? Why / Why Not?

· The Church Ephesus (Rev 2:1-7) has many great things commended

· They are working hard with endurance
· They love God’s word so much they not tolerate false teaching

· Probably even enduring hardship with patience

· Above just in vv.2-3

· V. 6 Hate Nicolations (tried look like world) Jesus also hates But
Revelation 2:4–5 (ESV) - 4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 

· You can have a church – Sound doctrine + Grand works – Lost love
· The presence of good doctrine & ministries – Not equal health

· People often compare churches – Too emotive / Not enough

· Right understanding of right doctrine ( Heart change.

· If don’t have deep love 4 Jesus – U won’t present a Jesus worth loving

· If disciplemaking is showing others how follow - Multiply loveless D’s
· I encourage now (as I also) – Pause video – Either audible / silent

· Come before God in prayer – If you feel lost love – Confess and ask

PAUSE & PRAY EITHER FOR SELF OR ONE ANOTHER
· Ponder for a moment – Part of Jesus’ prayer in John 17 – Pray for hear

John 17:23 (ESV) - 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 

· Truth bomb right there – Jesus prayer world know God loves them JUST AS (same) as Father loved Jesus who laid down life for us.
· We MUST start here. Need understand depth of God’s love for us.
· Just as Paul prayed for Ephesians in 3:17-19.

· If you feel like you “know God” but not love – Pray – Loves 2 answer

· Without love – All service / obedience feel like chore – Shouldn’t!
· Often hear people speak of Jn 14:15 – Love – Keep Commands
· Explained as – As Christian = Love God – Therefore do more!
· Problem – Gives impression that measure of our love = What do

· Result: We do more – We get tired / frustrated / question love
· Correct: LOVE JESUS (1st) – THEN result ( Delight do pleases Him

· No wonder repeat – Love God with ALL heart,mind,soul,strength

· We need to get this right before ANYTHING else

· Likewise Jesus often summarise – Love God + Love Neighbour

2.  Love for People
· If making disciples is about investing in lives of others – LOVE THEM
· I can assure you – Sharing my life with people don’t like – Not appeal

· We need to get the Love of God right first! – John makes connection
1 John 4:19–21 (ESV) - 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

· Much like our love for God – We need pursue love for people
· Pray that God give you love for peeps – esp. Those he lead you to

· Pray for a deep love – Desires to bless – bear with – Eternal state
· BUT remember - People are NOT a project!

· Anyone can spot a fake / or person with motives / intentions

· Your prayers 4 love people is purely that - Not a love to achieve result

· A love NOT dependant upon the Gospel response or opportunity.

· I don’t pray this enough – Evidenced by impatience + inactivity
· Can we stop & pray as a group? God give us love of Jesus for peeps?

PRAYER PAUSE

GOD GIVE US A LOVE FOR PEOPLE – IF GOD HAS ALREADY LAID SPECIFIC PEOPLE ON YOUR HEART PRAY TOO FOR THEM BY NAME.

· So Love God + Neighbours + NOW making Jesus Central to all
3.  Making Jesus Central To Everything We Do
· Ask any Christian – “Is Jesus central to all? – Answer YES
· After all, seem “un-Christian” not to. Christian = Little Christ

· But ask people about specific areas life “How Jesus Central” – Vague

· An interesting task undertake – List key life areas – What Gospel say?

· B/C – If he LORD (Master) whom we belong – He MUST be central!

Acts 17:28 (ESV) - 28 for “ ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “ ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 

· It’s probably something never taken time to do… until now

· I’ll presume some key life areas… but add your own & discuss

DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
4. What would it look like to keep Jesus/Gospel central in key areas of life?

a. Work / Study

b. Life at Home / Family / Raising Kids
c. Church relationships

d. Neighbourhood We Live In
e. Hobbies / Clubs / Sports etc
· Imagine that was hard. So busy – Don’t take time to reflect

· BUT important! After all we are be transformed by renewing mind

· A mind that isn’t renewed – Remains in the “old” that we’re to put off

· I would encourage ongoing thought on that one for rest of week/life.
4.  Living Transformed Lives of Humble Obedience
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
5. Read 1 Corinthians 11:1 – What is Paul saying here about Disciple-Makers and their readiness / suitability to make disciples?
1 Corinthians 11:1 (ESV) - 1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 11:1 (NIV 2011) - 1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

· Discipleship is ultimately about multiplication of disciples
· Ultimately saying – Follow Jesus just like I am.

· 1st priority – Make sure you’re following Jesus in a way worth imitating
· Doesn’t mean perfect (none) – We want disciples learn go to Jesus!

· Careful: Never become more interested in Disciple-Making than being disciple

· A disciple constantly learning Christ, 2B like Christ – Making disciples
· If not living as a committed disciple of Jesus – DON’T MAKE OTHERS

· Multiplication can be good or bad – Jesus condemned Pharisees…

Matthew 23:15 (ESV) - 15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves. 

· Nothing lacking in their passion + commitment for disciple-making

· B4 write off = “Just Pharisees” – Began to combat liberal Judaism.

· They were people passionate about God’s word – Like Rev 2

5.  Complete Dependence Upon God For All Things
· Disciple-Making is not about you and I!

· We are making disciples of Jesus – Not ourselves
· Any fruit that comes from our Disciple-Making not about us either.

· You and I CANNOT and WILL NEVER

· Regenerate A Person

· Save A Person

· Change or Sanctify A Person

· Convict A Person of Their Sin

· Illuminate Scripture to a person.

· EVERY single part of a person’s Spiritual growth = HOLY SPIRIT

· Here’s encouragement – You, I – ALL have the same H.S. Within in

· You and I are not under-resourced for disciple-making.
· When compare ourselves to others – By human means

· But everything we hope for depends SPIRITUAL MEANS we all have!

· Remember same 11 Apostles changed world told – WAIT 4 Power

· However – Don’t isolate this principle to Disciple Making

· Heart Value – Same for our every day + Read Bible + Prayers

· THEN as a person who by habit depends on God – Also 4 discipling

· There you have it – 6 Heart Values / Convictions for Disciple Making

1. That all Disciples should be disciple makers – Already covered

2. Love for God

3. Love for People (both those who know Jesus and don’t)

4. Making Jesus Central To All You Do

5. Living Transformed Lives of Humble Obedience

6. Depending On God For All Things

· Next Session – Healthy Habits for Disciple Makers

· Close with final questions / discussion / prayer

DISCUSSION QUESTION(S) / PRAYER
6. What have you found most challenging / encouraging this session?

7. Which of these areas (list them) would you most benefit from the group praying for you.

8. Continue to pray either for the people God has laid on the hearts of group members to disciple OR for God to lead them to people to disciple.

9. If there has been any encouraging progress either in your own life or interactions with others, share them with the group to encourage them and to thank God in prayer.
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